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All Family Zoom
January 11, 2022

Agenda

Welcome
1. We are committed to keeping
our doors open for in person
learning

2. We are committed to
ensuring school is as safe
and healthy as it can be for
scholars and staff

COVID-19 Data

Mitigation Strategies in Place

It is not one mitigation strategy but a combination of all these
strategies taken together that will substantially reduce the risk
of transmission.
-

Monitor for Symptoms
Wear masks
Upgrades to Ventilation in all Facilities
Hand hygiene
Cleaning & Disinfecting
Medical Assistant(s) at each campus

Test & Stay Program
Alma is participating in DESE’s “Test and Stay” program.
The purpose of this program is to allow scholars who are close contacts of a positive individual
at school to stay in school unless they themselves test positive for COVID.
If your scholar is identiﬁed as a close contact at school and you provide consent for rapid
testing, your scholar will be tested daily from the ﬁrst day of exposure for at least 5 days. Tests
are administered by our campus Medical Assistants with parent/guardian consent.
Test and Stay:
- Is not utilized for fully vaccinated individuals. Scholars who are fully vaccinated are able to
stay in school even if they are a close contact without being tested unless they develop
symptoms.
- Is not utilized for scholars who are a close contact of a positive household member, per
DESE/DPH policy

Masks

Masks are required to be worn by all scholars, staﬀ and visitors:
● In our school buildings (including gymnasium)
● While riding on a bus or van to and from school
● Scholars are given breaks from wearing masks several times each day
Please send your scholar to school with a mask that:
● Covers their nose, mouth and chin
● Fits snugly against the sides of their face.
● Has two or more layers of washable, breathable fabric

Mask Mandate
On January 10, 2022, the mask requirement was extended through at least February 28, 2022
for all schools in Massachusetts.

Recent Updates to Guidance
Alma del Mar follows COVID-19 Guidance issued by the Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE) in consultation with the Massachusetts Department of
Health (DPH).
All guidance can be found here, and was most recently updated on 12/30/2021 following the
updates made to the CDC guidance on 12/27/2021.

Preparing for Possible COVID Surges
Planning for possible staff
shortages
Planning for remote learning as
needed for particular classrooms

Planiﬁcación para la posible escasez de personal
En cada uno de nuestros campus, estamos preparados para utilizar a
nuestro personal de manera muy ﬂexible para dar cuenta de los
desafíos de cobertura relacionados con COVID.
Ahora que nuestro campus de Douglass está en un solo ediﬁcio,
estamos mucho mejor preparados para abordar la escasez de
personal allí.
En el caso de un cierre relacionado con las ausencias del personal,
les informaremos a las familias lo antes posible. Nos
comprometemos a evitar esta opción a menos que sea
absolutamente necesario.
Planiﬁcación del aprendizaje remoto según sea necesario para aulas
particulares
También nos comprometemos a evitar esta opción a menos que sea
absolutamente necesario.
En el caso de que hayamos conﬁrmado la propagación dentro de un
salón de clases, en coordinación con la Junta de Salud, podemos
optar por enviar a casa cohortes individuales para un período corto
de aprendizaje remoto.
Nuestro modelo de aprendizaje remoto sería similar al del año
pasado, incluidas varias horas de lecciones sincrónicas en Zoom y
trabajo independiente para completar. A todos los estudiantes se
les proporcionaría un Chromebook escolar.

Afterschool & Upcoming Family Event
Afterschool
- Currently planning to start after school on 2/14
- Looking at data and if we need to postpone, we will communicate as
soon as possible
- We have unfortunately cancelled Basketball but we are looking forward to
multiple sports in the spring!
January 27th Douglass Family Event
- We are postponing this until after January
- We are very much looking forward to welcoming families into the building!

What do we need from our families?
Keeping our schools open will take all of us working together to keep our communities safe.
We are asking all Alma families to please:
-

Get yourself and any eligible members of your household (ages 5 and up) vaccinated
against COVID-19.
Give consent for your scholar to participate in Test & Stay Program (if applicable)
Continue to monitor your scholar for symptoms and keep them home if they do not
feel well.
Send your child to school daily with a mask that ﬁts them well.
Let us know If you are keeping your scholar home from school due to COVID-19, so
that we are aware they may be absent for multiple days
Provide the school with proof of COVID-19 vaccination by contacting your medical
assistant with a photo of the vaccination card or other proof of vaccination status.

Testing & Vaccination Sites
Appointments for free
COVID-19 tests can be made
at www.beacontesting.com
The GNB Community Health
Center at 874 Purchase St. has
been distributing free rapid
tests as well.
Call ahead:
508-709-9150

Medical Assistant Contact Information
-

If you or someone in tests positive for COVID, please reach out to your campus
Medical Assistant
If your scholar is fully vaccinated, please send a photo of your vaccination card to
your campus Medical Assistant

Keila Pires, Ottiwell Campus Medical Assistant, 508-296-0174
Amy Rivera, K-4 Douglass Campus Medical Assistant, 508-216-0271
Itamary Lopez, 6-8 Douglass Campus Medical Assistant, 508-205-9753

Questions & Answers

